
SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
5:00-6:15 PM  

including kids ministry 
Aug 30 Welcome Back Meeting 

Sept 6  OT Survey: Introduction 

Sept 13 OT Survey: Genesis 1-11 

Sept 20 OT Survey: Genesis 12-50 

Sept 27 Ekklesia Worship Service 
Oct 4  OT Survey: Exodus-Numbers 

Oct 11 OT Survey: Deut-Judges 

Oct 18 TBD 

Oct 25  Ekklesia Worship Service 
Nov 1  OT Survey: Samuel-Kings 

Nov 8  OT Survey: Prophets of Israel 

Nov 15 OT Survey: Wisdom Books 

Nov 22 OT Survey: Exile & Return 

Nov  29 Ekklesia Worship Service  

Dec 6  Advent Worship Service 

Dec 13 Advent Worship Service 

Dec 20  Advent Worship Service 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve TBD 

Dec 27 No Gathering

MAINSTREET FALL 2020 
”Through the Bible & Into the Heart”

We’re journeying through the Old Testament 
on Sundays this Fall. Come see how the whole 

Story fits together and leads to Jesus.

SUNDAYS 5-6:15 PM 
TAUGHT BY PASTOR JEREMY

PASTORAL 

LETTERS


I (Jeremy) will be engaging many of 
you through pastoral letters this fall as 

part of my doctoral thesis project. I 
thank you in advance for letting me 

encourage and interact with you 
through this time-tested, and more 

personalized medium. I cannot write 
regularly to everyone, but I will 

ALWAYS write back to those who 
initiate. So, if you don’t receive any 

letters and wish to, please write to me 
(email or snail mail). 

Hello!   My name is Bill.   I grew 
up on the East Side of St. Paul 
where I attended First Covenant 
Church. I was loved into faith 
through the wonderful people 
there.   I fell in love with Jesus 
and my wife Janene when I was 
a little boy.   It took me until my 
senior year in High school to 
get her to date me though. After 
attending North Park Seminary, I was a 
Youth Pastor in Naperville, IL, for 12 
years where we had the time of our 
lives. While in Illinois I also got a second 
master's degree at Trinity and have been 
a l icensed psychotherapist since 
2002. Though I “swore” I would never be 

a Senior Pastor, I became one 
at Monticello Covenant for 10 
years and again we had a 
wonderful time.   After that I 
served as a Hospital Chaplain 
for 8 years.  I ’m currently 
working at Crown College as 
the Director of the Counseling 
Center there.  I have three 

wonderful kids Zach 26, Nicole 
23 and Lucas 18 who is heading off to 
Be the l Un ive rs i t y th i s f a l l .  I ’m 
affectionately known as “Billy” by many 
east of the Mississippi.  My claim to 
fame: being thrown out of a racquetball 
league for hitting people in the back with 
the ball too hard and too many times.

While many churches have the main goal 
during Covid of resuming regular Sunday 
services, our goal at MainStreet is to 
continue living into the two-fold priorities 
of our 2020 Vision. Jesus didn’t come to 
set up worship services, but “make 
disciples” (Matt 28)—that is, apprentices 
in Kingdom living. 

     In his earthly ministry, Jesus went from 
town to village TEACHING about the 
Kingdom and HEALING people— heart, 
soul, mind and strength (see Matt 9:35; 
Mk 12:30). Likewise, our aim is to help 
people think more biblically about 
themselves and our world, and to lead 
people into an intentional process of 
spiritual formation. Our Fall ministry 
offerings are geared toward these ends.

    Another way to look at it is we want to 
foster growth in some key areas of 
spiritual development: Bible & Culture IQ 
(Mind), Relational IQ (Heart), Soul IQ 
(Soul), and Body IQ (Strength). We are 
organizing and staffing around these key 
growth areas. 

   Bible IQ. Instead of “normal” worship 
services this Fall, Jeremy will take us 
through the entire Bible on Sundays at 
5pm (3x/month) with Kids Ministry 
happening at the same time. 

    Culture IQ. We also want to provide 
thoughtful resources for navigating our 
complex cultural and political waters from 
a biblical and especially Jesus-shaped 

perspective. We want to be disciples of 
Jesus, not American partisan politics. 

  Soul IQ. Bible knowledge and cultural 
awareness alone do not lead to spiritual 
formation and healing. Pastor Bill 
Johnson will be joining MainStreet as 
resident Pastor of Soul Care & Counseling 
this Fall. He will offer seminars and 
counseling services to encourage deeper 
healing and growth in our inner life. 

  Relational IQ. We value authentic 
community at MainStreet, and believe the 
Christian life is about becoming more 
Christlike in all our relationships—
marriage, parenting, coworkers, and our 
relationship with God. Huddles are one 
place to be known and held accountable, 
and lay led small group studies are 
another opportunity to engage in 
relational growth.

  Body IQ. Our spiritual life is an 
“embodied” life and we can’t separate our 
physical health from our spiritual health. 
Holy Yoga and Jonnie Goodmanson’s 
other ministries are one way MainStreet 
will help us learn to love God and others 
with all our strength.

    Friends, we are not a typical church. 
We a re n o t p r i m a r i l y a S u n d a y 
worshipping community. We are called to 
be a community and “center” for 
intentional Spiritual Formation and Biblical 
Teaching. Join us this Fall as we continue 
to follow Jesus in the Spirit — “until Christ 
is formed in you” (Gal. 4:19).

Ministry with Purpose in a Pandemic

WELCOME PASTOR BILL JOHNSON

COUNSELING & SPIRITUAL CARE 
If as they’ve said, “A picture is 
worth a thousand words,” then 
here is the best way I can 
describe the kind of spiritual 
care and counseling I provide 
(with clothes on of course). It’s 
about freedom, coming alive, 
and knowing the truth can set 
you free. It’s not about surviving, 
b u t t h r i v i n g a n d b e i n g 
transformed by the renewing of 
your mind.  My specialities: 
depression, anxiety, spiritual 
issues and Rapid Resolution 
Therapy for trauma.  I’m here for 
you and those you know. - BILL



The Bible is a big book. In fact, it’s a 
library of 66 books and it’s easy to be 
intimidated by it and not know how to 
approach it. Many of us dip into it and  
sample little morsels of truth we hope will 
speak to our daily lives. Pastors may 
preach on short episodes from the 
Lectionary or do a series of sermons from 
one book. Still, some of us have never 
had the chance to start from the 
beginning and study the Bible as a whole. 

     My faith was revolutionized in college 
when I had the chance to study the Bible 
as an ancient document with professors 
who knew the terrain well. My love for 
Scriptures grew as I grasped the Big Story 
and explored the golden threads or 
themes that spell out God’s redemptive 
activity and love within history. For 20 
years I have wanted to do for others what 
my professors did for me back then. 

     As part of our 2020 Vision of becoming 
more of a center for Bible teaching and 
soul formation, our Sunday evening 
gathering will be more of a classroom this 
year 3x/month—not a dry, academic 
classroom, but alive and seeking after 
God’s Truth classroom! The plan is to do 
an overview of the Old Testament this Fall, 
and jump into the New Testament in the 
New Year. We plan to meet in the Sam 
Cook room next to the chapel for these 
gatherings. This class will take the place 
of regular “worship services.” The class 
will last about 75 minutes and kids 
Sunday school will be happening at the 
same time. 

     We realize this is a no small shift and 
may be hard for some to embrace at first
—especially those who have a hard time 
seeing church as anything other than a 
Sunday service. Let me offer a few 
cons iderat ions. F i rs t , we wi l l be 

i n t roduc ing a new k ind worsh ip 
experience called “Ekklesia” about once a 
month. Second, we are considering 
having more conventional worship 
services on the Sundays in Advent and 
Lent so we can enjoy our favorite 
Christmas and Easter hymns and hear 
Christmas and Lent/Easter sermons. 
Third, our evening time allows those who 
really need or desire more conventional 
Sunday services to worship elsewhere. 

	 MainStreet has never been about 
following conventional customs, but 
boldly reimagining what it means to be a 
Jesus-shaped community in the 21st 
century. The original MainStreet vision 
had discipleship and community at the 
center, and worship was something that 
flowed out of those two. Jesus’ final 
commission was not “Go therefore and 
have worship services,” but “Go therefore 
and make disciples” (Matt 28). Not go and 
sing songs and listen to sermons, but go 
and be “be transformed by the renewing 
of your minds” (Rom. 12:2). 

	 For too many years, Sunday 
service planning (music, sermons, etc.) 
has been the tail that’s wagged the 
MainStreet dog—taking the majority of 
our time, resources, volunteers, and 
pastoral attention. Our 2020 Vision aims 
to move us more toward our original goal 
of making disciples who are learning to 
love God with all of their heart, soul, mind 
and strength. We thank you for being 
open-minded and we hope you will 
embrace this opportunity to go through 
the Bible this year together, and with 
Pastor Bill’s help, move deeper into the 
wild and wonderful world of our own heart 
and soul (see right).	 


Through the Bible & Into the Heart

Four core ideas stand behind 
our 2020 Vision and are helping 
shape what we pursue at 
MainStreet these days.


1. The goal at MainStreet is 
SPIRITUAL FORMATION. 
Churches come in many 
shapes and sizes, but its 
purpose sets it apart. You have 
program-driven churches, 
music-driven churches, 
sermon-driven churches, 
outreach-driven churches, 
community-driven churches, 
etc. While bits and pieces of all 
the above are part of 
MainStreet, our main purpose 
is inviting people into an 
intentional process of spiritual 
formation and discipleship. The 
masses want convenience and 
and comfortable familiarity, or 
else a smorgasbord of 
programs trying to cater to 
everyone’s needs and desires. 
MainStreet will likely remain a 
smaller niche church because 
we ask people to do the hard 
work of growing toward 
spiritual maturity. In this 

Covid-19 season, our goal is 
not resuming Sunday services, 
or offering services online. Our 
goal is formation and that 
singular goal will shape what 
we offer (and do not offer). 


2. Pastor as SPIRITUAL 
TEACHER & COMPANION. 

Only in the last 50 years have 
pastors become religious 
CEOs and visionary leaders. 
Many abandoned the role as 
spiritual guides and ‘physicians 
of the soul.’ My doctoral 
studies have only solidified my 
conviction that I am called to 
teach and lead people into the 
deeper recesses of the soul. I 
have wearied myself for years, 
repeatedly burning out and 
beating myself up, trying to be 
a kind of “leader” at MainStreet 
I am not wired to be. I’ve 
casted vision. I’ve led us into 
local mission. I’ve preached 
countless sermons and tried 
creating inspiring services and 
music each week. We’ve 
cultivated authentic living room 
fellowship and spiritual 

huddles. We give God thanks 
for all He’s done through these 
efforts. But God is inviting me 
to “be me” in this next season 
and pursue more personalized 
ways of pastoring and leading 
at MainStreet. One such way 
will be engaging folks “soul to 
soul” through pastoral letters 
this Fall. 


3. Spiritual growth requires 
PERSONAL INITIATIVE.  
Most people approach church 
attendance as a consumer, 
looking for personal 
satisfaction and 
convenience.This nurtures a 
passive approach to church 
longing to “be fed” by others 
as we await the topic of the 
next sermon series. Contrast 
this passive approach with any 
other area of self-improvement 
or personal health. If you want 
to lose weight and get in 
shape, you find a fitness coach 
and start training. If you want 
to address lower back pain, 
you set up an appointment 

with a chiropractor or physical 
therapist. If you’re suffering 
from depression or anxiety, you 
see a therapist. I’m dreaming 
of a community of spiritual 
pilgrims who want to grow 
spiritually together as we each 
take responsibility for our 
spiritual health and show up for 
the spiritual growth 
opportunities we’ll be offering. 


4. We shepherd and care for 
one another as a PRIEST-
HOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS. 

God has given spiritual gifts to 
every believer and we are all 
called to care for one another. 
This task does not just fall on 
our paid pastoral leaders, but 
on every person who is able to 
visit the sick, send cards, pray 
for those in need and so on. 
Let’s take care of one another.  	
	 	 Keeping these 3 things 
in mind will help us move our 
2020 Vision forward, and keep 
reminding us who we are and 
who we are not. 

FALL SEMINARS 
“Love God with all our heart,  

soul, mind and strength.”  
Mark 12:30 

But how do we love God with our hearts, minds, souls 
and strength? Is it possible?  Can we?  How do we do it? 
 This fall Pastor Bill will offer a monthly 1- hour seminar 
about how to live out this verse and apply it in our 
lives.  Blending the Bible, with faith and current heart 
research you’ll learn about how to live out this verse 
and apply it to your life in a deeper and more practical 
way. It all begins with the HEART.  

6:30 PM at St. Martins 

9/16 Loving God With All Our Hearts 

10/7 Loving God With All Our Minds 

11/11 A Heartfelt Prayer For Living

4 Key Ideas & Expectation Shifts Guiding Our Vision



COMMUNAL WORSHIP REIMAGINED 
Like other churches in this season of Covid, worship will look 

different at MainStreet this Fall. Each month we’ll gather for a 
more participatory kind of worship experience centered around 
holy communion, sharing in the Spirit, and more. Sundays 5PM. 

September 27 October 25 November 29 
“When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue,  

or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up” (1 Cor. 14:26).


